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P [Milwaukee, March 105 -r- The Capital 
) Times has published a series/of articles 
and several editorial comments on what is 

( alleged to have been the “Cpmmunist’’ at¬ 
titude towards Sen. McCarthy and ex- 
Sen. Bob LaFollette. It would be unfortu¬ 
nate if cortfused ideas on this subject 
, should be permitted to continue in the 
thinking of your readers that may become 
a hindrance to the goal of defeating Sen. 

'' McCarthy this fall and riddling the poli¬ 
tical scene of this sinister arjd. unscrupu¬ 
lous character. Therefore, for; the purpose 
1 of clarification, we wish to make our P°* 
i sition emphatically clear, and "to keep the 
*• record historically correct, i 
1 . The Capital Times has ddhe a great 

deal to provide impetus and] encourage- 
ment. to the majority of Wisconsinites . 
who fervently wish to rid their state of 
the disgrace of being represented. in the 
U.S. Senate by Joe McCarthy. We agree 
1 that mccarthyism is the mpst rabid ex- 
• presslon of the current drive towards 
, fascism, embodying and leading; the most 
evil forces in American life, 
t However, it is tragic to see the columns 
f of The Capital Times used on pccasion to 
justify the methods of mccarthyism. It is 
tragic to see a man of Mr. Bvjue’s back¬ 
ground and record,' respected throughout 
Wisconsin and the nation as a . fighting 
liberal, stoop to McCarthy's level. We re- 
■ ‘ fer particularly to the series' of articles by 
Aldric Revell, which made the ridiculous 
claim that the Communists .were respon¬ 
sible for McCarthy’? election, and the in- 
ference that the Wisconsin Conjmunists 
secretly support McCarthy. 

We, are certain that Joe McCarthy in, 
his wildest ravings never dreamed h? 

, would be red-baited, least of all by. The 
Capital Times. He must appreciate the 
humor of this acceptance of his own 
theories by The Capital Times but tfce.sit- 
* uation is not sd funny to those who realize 
<** that this represents.another gain for Mc- 
; Carthy. 

Revell has lumped together a collection 
> ‘ of half truths, distortions and outright . 
1. falsehoods,.allegedly describing thelpolt- 
. •, cies in' 1946 of the CIO, the generator*;. “ 
■ gressiyp • movement, /and •C$m*nfwD£ i .''? 

| y' i -3 1 afty‘br Wisconsin,, stirring -the .whole as- . 

sortment together 'into a. stew, falsely 
v labeled as “Communist'policy.” The Com* 

' munist Party speaks only for itsejf, it can- 
>' not speak for any other group. We wish to 
protest against these malignments. . 
^Revell bases his contentions mainly on 
-the arguments that the Communists (and 
. he generously encompasses a large sector 
1 of the labor jnovement within this word) 
i did not support Bob LaFollette for reelec- i 
' tion- in 1946. Rather, he states, because 
we were sharply critical of him, we are 
really responsible for' McCarthy’s elec- ’ 
t|on. \ 

1 . Certainly, the Communists wfirp critical 
of Bob LaFollette. In 1946 we criticized 
t him for the same reasons as did Phil 
Murray, Sidney Hillman; the national 
f leadership of the CIO, and other- import- 
■ ant sections of the labor movement. We 
shall not withdraw a single word of the 
i criticism of 1946. ' 1 

\, The Capital Times itself gives the rea- 
\. sons for this, in revealing why LaFollette 
, i had lost the support of important sections 
* . of the labor movement. The basic (reasons 
t. given are that LaFollete' had abandoned 
ft .Roosevelt program of peaceful epexist- 
i 1 ence of the major world powers. Roth La- < 
.. Follettes identified themselves'with pro- 
Nazi elements abroad and with the Mae- 
( Arthurs and the "Tafts at home, thus 
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adhered.foHhe LaFoUette-Rooseyelf ^ adi-H 
ffon> 'that was. now hptu»etf 
er LaFollettes. We recall that'when Boh , , 
LaFollette chose to run .on the Republican ; 
ticket, one of .his severest critics was The 
Capital Times. The finishing touch as far ■ > 
as labor was concerned was the open sup- ■ 
port that Bob LaFollette accepted from 
Robert A. Taft. Already In 1945, Bob La- ; 
Follette had begun to embrace what now 
forms the central core of Joe McCarthy’s 
program. He was defeated because a lot of 
voters were disappointed in LaFollette „ ) 
and were not wise to Joe McCarthy. 

Labor concerned itself with the Demo¬ 
cratic race—from the first throwing its 
support to McMurray and participating in 
a number of congressional races. Bob La¬ 
Follette'defeated himself. Since 1946 he 
has abandoned even a pretense to crusad, 
ing for progressivism in politics or civil 
life. He has retired. to. a cushy job in 
Washington a? lobbyist for some of Amer-. 

■ ican’s most powerful and reactionary 
trusts — his father’s and the American 
people's' bitterest enemies. 

It is worth going. intQ 'the record of 
1946, if for no other reason than to glean , 
a few lessons' that,may serve us well in 
1952. We Communists will unite with' 

' everybody, including supporters of Tru¬ 
man, Kefapver, Taft, Eisenhower, or War-, 
ren to defeat McCarthy. But at the -samp 
• time, we know that' mccarthyism as a 
force in politics does not originate only 
through Joe McCarthy. 

Mccarthyism is the ultimate expression 
, of the reactionary policies of Truman’s 
bi-partisan administration. Vito Marcan- 
tonio well put it that "mccarthyism is the 
Frankenstein created by Truman." 

The danger of mccarthyism cannot be 
averted if liberals .try to defend them¬ 
selves from McCarthy by competing with 
him in how best to wreck the hopes for 
world peace and -by helping to t&ke up 
Hitler’s battle cry qf’“(jefeating world, 
communism.” 

To defeat McCarthy, requires unity of 
all who are willing to defend the simple 
rights of conscience. It requires £ resolute 
battle against mccarthyism from whatever ‘ 
source, be it McCarthy, Truman or Taft, 

It means that the TaftrHartley Act; the.-, 
, WcCar«n_AcJ^iflwi •'ttoC' 

’’^^lfi3i W mtdSunts and- ’ persecution* 
emanating from the Truman Administra¬ 
tion must join Joe McCarthy on the gar- 
”, bage heap of history. It mean? that ciyil 
rights and justice ipust be restored to real 
life, with full meaning to ill citizens, in¬ 
cluding the Negro people and those who 
. do not accept the wars thrust on us by 
; profit crazed few. It means a resolute 
fight for peace and the endjof wars such 
as the Korean war. ^ 

It may be remembered that in Germany 
It was Hindenburg, the lesser evil, who 
surrendered to Hitler just a?-'Truman is 
surrendering to McCarthy. Yet the viciops 
lie was attempted that the Communists 
were responsible for Hitlpr. This lie was 
so. thoroughly exposed that no one could 
countenance it today. Let us not repeat 
the same mistakes that led to the victory 
of Nazism in Germany, McCarthy and 
mccarthyism must be defeated.—Commu¬ 
nist Party of )Visconsln, Jack Kilns, State 
Chairman, Frpd Blair, Vice-Chairman. 

1 (EDITOR’S NOTE—See today’s column 
i "‘Hello Wisconsin"! .on Page I forcedly to 
‘ $bis letter,); / L * .* ••]. "t ; * ■* 
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r.' Mae' Ked Uaqse • *; 

. To The Journal: Your editorial "No Commu- l 

t nists Wanted in Union*’ was indeed encouraging 1 * 
to tha^&verage employer, the person you term a; 
"th? average sidelines American." But I doubt % 

1 / the average 'worker will welcome your praise , 
of a union leadership which adopts the disas- ‘ 
trous, splitting policy of anticommunism. Too ' 1 
many American unions have been smashed by. 
this policy, not to mention the entire German '■ 
labor movement which was crushed by Hitler ' 
under the claim of “eliminating communism,’ 1 - ' 
Communists belong to trade unions because \ 
the unions are the basic organizations of the : 
workers, and the Communist .party is based on * ' 
i the working class, most of its member* being * 
workers. It is just that simple. ' *. 

No antilabor people or .(‘scabs" can belong to 
the Communist party. And what governs our 
conduct in unions? Not “orders from Moscow,” 
as you put it, but our party constitution, Article 
VI, Section H, which reads: “Every party mem* .' 
ber in a mass organization shall work to pro--' 
mote and strengthen the given organization and ? , 

< protect the interests of its members." * 

Why, then, do certain union leaders want to , ' 
kick out the Communists? 'For one thing, in * 
unions.that are gangster controlled or run in''- 
s dictatorial fashion, the “leaders" naturally op-' r 
» P° se »ny democracy in the union. What better ; 

' method, they think, is there than to say “Com- . 

1 munists are bad,” and then label all the opposl- <"L 
tion Communists? 

’ Por another thing, anti-Semites or anti-Negro’ 
“leaders” can cover up their un-American prej¬ 
udice by saying, “We’re not excluding them be¬ 
cause they are Jews or Negroes but because,. - 
they are Communists." * - 1 S 

Take this Utility^Workers' union leadership- ^ ^ 
which you praise so highly. James Fisher and^sJw 
William J. Pachler, who are responsible for this 
anti-Communist clause, are former heads of the " 
Consolidated-Edison company union. ‘ tj 

The Communists in that Industry joined with ^ 
other progressives to build a CIO union. Ip the 
thirties, to head off this union, Fisher and' * 
Pachler took out a Class B charter in the A$Ti''--*fc 
Electrical Workers, Soon, however, they IShc fiS 
thfe APL was top "radical" for them. They, left' 7 “ 
»Pd wept "Independent” again. l j | 

' TliP CIO union polled a large vote in an elec- . - 
tion wort by tba “jndepep.dpnt’* un.lpn. A mprge i^X 
of toe twp , unions took 'place/’with the piO TO 


of toe two unions took plane, with the CIO 
Workers joining the "independe^! union, Hfii; 
there they fought for making-thfrjndependent’f' 
union truly representative of tog workers’ de¬ 
mands. But they had to ’flght Fisher and 
Pachler and toeir friends. ''tW ' . ‘ 

Since 19§8, under fhe leSd^shtp of these 
"model" officers, iTisher and th° num¬ 

ber of workers in Cortsalidaj^-lSdijjbn has 1 
dropped, from 40,000. to 23,000 today. With prpdup-i 
tion speedup and poor wages. £, 

Recently the issue of affiliation to CIO came 
up again. It’was defeated in one referendum • 
and Won in the second. Now, fearful that their 
leadership may he challenged, Fisher, pachler” 
and their friends, have made anticommunism a 
condition for entry into the new Ujjjity Work¬ 
ers’ unipn, hoping they thereby, can tag a “red? 
label upon apd expel anyone yvhb disflgijees with 
1 them* , • ■ , , i 

No matter h ow you praise such ap-Amerlcan 
features in'union constitutions, it is a safe bet 
that Communists employed in this, industry- or 
any other wilj neither give up their right to earn 
a living for their familieg nor thern rightto 
their political convictions, guaranteed • by the 
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«yL V*/V >- .'• Of the various' projects for beautifyinf «•$.$£ flP* 

feKfl* feels that precedent should be given to .‘.t ., , t iY ,'VS '*\‘ *i .. .\* * *'.* p%"> Up 

*•' , * ( Comjaation of the Lake Shore Briva* ,,*■■: • {‘/ t *.H ';’ .* -•/, . 

lRC , c «^v ' « ‘ ' ■ •' '•',' »" U ■ t ‘. • ' '' A . , ' *••■■. . . ,- .** s'iS® 

• ( .vy ' ,i v • • . - . • • » T «w*H 

J t< l> -i Construction of an under-pass at 5th* 6th, Clybourn end St, Paul where , ;>*,**'**1 
\ . heavy traffic, including the North Shore Railroad, the Interurban, east •,, <■ 

, ,• . , and west trucking and care, and cross• viaduct traffic, all mingle in \* • -j . 

<»nfusion with the North Shore streetcar traoks on Clybourn and the. ’ ' J'i’j 

, ’ ’ Milwaukee Railroad tracks at Clybourn and 5th,' , , * ‘ **• - .. 3;‘; 
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Creation of better direct street-car and bus connections cross-town, 
and home-to-factory routes; in particular a north and south line on 
30th Street and in the neighborhood of 60th Street, , \ 
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' We are in agreement with the desirability of expansion of Milwaukee’s 


airport and airline facilities* 


Education * 
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f ' ' Milwaukee has only one ’ Isolation Hospital for contagious diseases, which *J| 

at times is grossly overcrowded*' At least one jadditional hospital is a jpininmm ^hd. 5 v, Jjlag 
immediate n e( jairement* . • * v "** * ‘ ! • - . *• 


B w . 1 . ‘ * ’ ’ • ■ Hhe National leaders of. our war effort have, repeatedly called for gre^e^jy|| 
epplojanent of women in 'industry and have expreipsad their alarm'over the percentage 
1^,’. ' j|omen‘dropping out of war plant work, The main cause for'^his is.the 

' * ure pf many industrial communities, such as Milwaukee, to provide for an Gdei^uate 

eyftem of day nurseries for .children, -, Both for the needs of, the war effort ahd‘ in.' 1 
the-belief that employment of women in industry ha8 oomO*' to- stay, we recommend* 

J ..' the city shall bring itself up'to date on-this essential requirement and proyi^a 
^< ; .s- ,{ an adequate Syatem’-.of day-.nurseries,' . _ ;* % \ \ 

&X 4 " ' Bearing in mind that the (temanda and'necessities for higher eduoation XWm 

tew, w• wi ll be further increased after- the war, the. city should take up with the Board-pf^.. *. *^>3® 
Regents'of - the University of Wisconsin, the question of developing the LaiwaxJkse - • < 




f-%, pension Department into, a fully developed University of-Wisconsin.at. 

W4 t 4 - ■ -- •* * , ", ’ * » * , - ', . • ‘ •* ‘ ■*' >{'**■ u. , j, & ,‘Mgm 
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' .'Tb provide for the greater cultural development and enjoyment pf the. ’. •: 


- tfSl 


’• people of our city, and to advance the stature 'pf; Milwaukee amongst t^e oitips; of. 
V country, we recommend-; *, ’ 4 ‘ ^ ► •. > ' “. * • • # 


... .The enlargement pf the Milwaukee Public Library to include the-entire . 

‘ *present building, with a corresponding’ expansion of its collection•©£ • " 
• books and services!'- ' - - - -• * ■* - ’ .*' ‘ ‘ \ 
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W’P': 


The construction of an entirely new Museum building and the correspond* 

ing expansion of its exhibits. and. services $, ;*• i ; u ''' ■ ‘V *' ♦*>* • •' ’ 

y 7 ^.- • • ’ ■ h t'V ‘in- ... *. *; ■< V* J . 

The construction of a Civic Theatre and,Concert Hall building} . r ' . 
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SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS HEAR. TESTIMONY V 
A 'LEFT TO RIGHT* REPRESENTATIVES KENNEDY SpEM.) A/A fSj 
MERSTEN (REP., V//S.} AND OWENS (REP, /U.). ( 
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House Subcommittee Ends Hearing Here 


: Youthful Owen lAimherEfioft&^ah for: std0 assembly as ft Communist,.testifies * 
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^jjjiwjaukeo hearings of the housp labor, subcommittee wound up ' the Allis-Chalmers Local 248 of the United Automobile Worker? 
idh(^d£y/ £n$ ''its' members, returned to Washington,' saying (CIO). The picture strips by Journal photographers are of,two 
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^tjidy testimony to decide if perjury charges should , of Wednesday’s chief witnesses. The skatjpfy^a. are by Eihar V., 
®^d%jgaiW, Jf^rold Chri^toffei and Robert .^use, leaders of Quist, Journal artist., •. - ’ , ' V 
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4 was Born Oct. 4 , 1906 in Berlin, TPis.'My .father' 
vara Both Of Prenoh-Canaflian extraction. My mother^ JlaryBmiTjlTOlS 
Blair, wae Born at Fargovill®, fc now-extinct village, JLocat $8 
7 miles north-west of Berlin, Her father and mot her'' were : bq#n 
raised near Pargoville. Her "grandfather Bassett f originally f ' 

In the French impelling} as well as her grandmother (maiden'*f?j 
Morsel came with their parents from Hew York when they wer& 
ren, The Morses had 11 red near Sal dm ,• Hew York. Her .iSOthfl^JfiX## 
name Cluey fa corruption of Cloutier or Clouquicr) was ■ 
near fargoellle. fhe origin of the parents of Grandmother 
unknown to me, hut they both spoke French. Family names on thi|r.-^t| 
sWe of the family included Gagnon, Riviere, and Be Mieux, 1 

iny mother's ancestors were frontier small farmers, and worketrft^R 


u 
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My father was horn at Fairhault., Minnesota. His parent*! 


also backwoods people. His-mother* b father t named Coutu, naqraf 

_ • _ "i m _ -m , _ ^ a r < x. — a t* a «_ j __ _ „ _ x. ' 35 / 


man who lived to 105 . Born to hoard ship when his parents 
over from Alsace Lorraine a^out the time of the French BefoiRt^pt 55 ’ 
old Coutu. served as a eahin Boy on the Great Lakes* at th® e^e^|Pf| 

7 years, fought on the British side in the ^'ar of, 18 ftS, lived &M0. 
ef his life in the wveds,• tapping and trading with, the MtaMj£p& 

The . *J •• S-P;’ ; ' Tl • 

feats of strength of old Coutu were legendary among f reaahWteaddia’Aa ia^JLj 
. upper 74ichigan qud Minnesota a hundred jmxe ago, • * , v .. 


The original spoiling of ray father's name was Blais, a family name that 
le very corrmon in Canada and Minnesota, The name became corrupted to Jftijr fy* 

-xaosg £ngllah-3v©ol£icg -eople. There ia a legend in the itunily t!»t 
; Blais were Hufjuenote , a father and two sons, who fled Frpnoe in a u dM$pupe& 5f|| 
,pr river-boat* and oome in that smell craft to Canada uftor the xaothqvAud 
the rest or ilia children were murdered By fanatical Catholics, The IqgonA' 
that the three had gone to Paris for supplies* Returning in- the cnaloi^pe 
: the Stine, they found tiiair home Burned and the family killed. The atotf -ijsaP^l 
!" it. that they settled in Canada, whre the sons married Catholics ajfil .the ;; dc'-^'jt^'i^ 
. ccendante be pome Ct^tholic, My father olaimod that both hi a :4>ranta anaeatpr^'^MS 
’> had left Canada because they -couldn't moke a living on the amali otripa §jt- r 
: land they farmed ia, Quebec along the at, Lawrepo* Rivas*, They were floelug 
' oemiv*foudal' agricultwwl system of Cusbeo,. V . *• - '*■ i- - y^0£M 


trips. 


ifontreol, around the Croat Lakes, do*®* throu^i Minnesota, end up the Hleopjs^ 1 
sin’and tax Rivers to Green Bqy, C 


M. . . * • * 

•/ - r • - 

l^.v- r 


xt ‘ 
WiX+'f **■» •' 


* » . . t . V * t 

living: in Prcnoh-wnorioan. communities, all my nncestora sppte French : ?/}$■ 

instead of Sngliah, considering Ingliah-apoaking people agrt of "foreigners''' ■ %{)$$ 
and "interlopers*^ SYlmt little education tlisy had was in parochial abhcpla la V f^|v 
. tlio Fronch language* My three older brothers apqte French Before ihey- hpoko ’ 
English, It woa not till Hie first port of this, oautuTy 'that 'qur •faaA^y-'-fa&ga^ "I 
to use Lngliah as their language*—qll the younger bhlldran know a» 

- .. - -*-* '* - • - * ^ -* vj™ 




language tluiu English,. 

■> s *_ »>. ✓ ' 


^ I •* *, . i- y- J ■ »* 

’ *• I • • v r\ A.-dSlw 
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♦ My mother*u nmtuer died.when she was 12 years ol% 1 saving ray 
the responsibility of coring fqr heu? younger 
her school lug shqfte I belisvp she far aa 
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hoqdi, my father , rightly or wrongly*. became bitter towards the 'Cath^i^ 
reasoning; ^SBore suut be aoras.thing wrong with f doctrine v/hich will alii^Jim 
respected church mailer to treat hie children -that «tar*« ' - "’** 'VT1$PBL 

We were a family of eleven children* nine of whom are still living, 
wero six girls and five boye, L3y father wae-o skilled worker—a atationarSSjte'S'^' 
££a»«y v »an» tor fireman and watchman)—but hi * wages N were inenffident: 
so my mother had te supplement hi a income by taking da washing for ft 'f 

-IS3LS“ ?** hoya began to wjjrfc*..%.three *lds»,brother* .get-^brSfe-^ V V^ 

S 3 ? 9 ftn ? thea ® ppaaritio ** at *h4 *£«* of .1? -or 

Uarned to be a blackaailfc* thanerttwe became machinist*. Each •- . 

sL ?i V”'* 1 ** •*«n»i,hin.^ppre« 

„»ee line shops in.forth Fond du Luo, Wi*.| tha ethaiitwo served their* 

^f* 18 laot 9ry in Fond ^ s l^5^,>fba SSven yoimger ohildren|dl oto? "f .• 
plated high school, three of th «?*aa£hi»g Stenography and typing, and^tw/of ■ v // 4 
them becoming regirt eted nurses. % ypungor brother,!a mam**!} • ^ 

“^ ;• *- .-;«;••• A.. v - ,. <•;,,. «*,^ 

" °Fthe children started work in their early teens daring summer X *a^ *- v ? 

M**e*>»*«.!* .£ A. 

«y oldest brother, Lawrence, was. drpftad in July 191$, and died of the. - .1 • > :* 
flu in damp Hancock , Georgia, on the ,ev* pf-embarkatien,. in October*. He,'*** a ’ " A 
sergeant in a roachine gun company, Though our, family was strongly b ro-AUy,. '• ••' : S •■ ' > 
or, ratha*, arti-pGorman^the syrapothie* jaith,.'Franca war* very rtr/mg ayo^af^,''; 5 ? 1 . v ; 

ter two hundred years In America-^yat .there -w»c a .strong anti-mi li t at»idr.—* - , 

011F fa TJ ly l 1>h ® death of own broths whom a# .Jd©Uaek j9«aa a^ong'f' 
impression on all, o f us.. ,.« ~ „... ?' , '/ /* 

I personally began work during summer vacations at. the age of 10, wedding 
gar dens. etc. Th> first regular job X hadwasin ISIS at the age Xf 12,.wh««!x^ >» 


ife- 


S i^rPrfT f \ r a *«*-» »• -rt,M.rwau*^'. taWiS.T 

. got *taKj,«2ji<.an.h»ur for. a, lo;hotw,,«»jtj ,«>, v, „ f f 

’ ' •, * • ’ ^ ^ •.,. *{ *4 " < 

. 40 192 ® c ^ r family moved onto a worn-out sand and gravel farm in Waugh a- 

- ra County, Wisecns In,'near Wautoma.^fe had become, fov.the.first tin# in^the ’ ,- 
history of the family, able to have a littlfl; mpney ; ahoad beoause p,f the inaa- 

■ V dHl mh ° th * W * ,h ^ a houei in. «opd ' 

’ Bpmg mmt ia M MmK* eboiut, fl ...thou^nd dollar®, equity in it- 1 

th^ lifetime.accumalationB of my paronta-, Wa traded even for. an d»;acra farta. 

^ th°uaand dollar mortgage oh it, rhich my father licreaard to *, 
4*,SOO by byytog another ,forty»aoroa.for ^,600 and PfirmtA9g th^'wSjr^ it. .. 

" »* 4 ^. ’ t _'* * * * e • *o t ‘ ,: « ;*■ Aw' ? . „ — 

• - * ? v e farm w ® had ^ hra ® scaecnf of drought. Our yearly irioome, with:fcar > '■ 

, men and boys, and njr mother working, with,.the younger ikijbftHio^fetHfl hjlPing. : -'i 
averaged ® gross, of .^60, We oouldn?t pay th® -inktrust,,on. the mortgages, ^ ' 
"■'StJ 6 any P^aoipls. The man who held the mo rt gat a was a, longohpre. worker, in ■ ' 
olaved hQi:d t0 a littl* money wfcich he ipnt cut. m far®*, Jf* \ 
foreclosed on us-and a number of others in.*h« t or ri lory;'than had a© much ^ ' : ; 
^ -land to pay taxes on that he ooildnft keep.up, himself, aad diad i@n©i«riahad .- I 
,*in an insane asylum. v dbesthrao-yaare on tha„fa*m,..without wyr oonvsnimoM, . 1 
™ 0 !f J°, h/1 f d ^ mother that- she nsarly lo at. her haalth.- ^ i 

x ^ ^ 6 kida vstodjbim dowi bacauac ofc<apthcr^k ho»ith, ‘ 

6o we quiu farming.HKt. The older brothi??' ««<? sieter^woat .to thd Aargor Cities, • 
' whil ® W Pa^ts BOYB& witb the five younger/Children to. Bed (LmlU* . 4 * > s 
a small quarry wa. Tharh ,w© got. a hpugii OhvtiaoyoHHBent iva&p Mlj ' * 


,:«no v of :s\y moth w-ly 

- •: ^oyingvcsuplrtod High^JSShfipl '«b<-s8s»! 


n4;#\nub am'A. VaJm. X__ 4 * ' ' • r Vi r /-<T..ak 
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I went to S'ond du Lao to get employment* Though I was only 17, I was hired 
at the Heaping Leather Co* because I'd finished high school, and wee consi¬ 
dered then eligible for full time employant. I worked there for 14 montjha in 
the sorting room • Wages were 40^ an hour for a 10 hour day* Towards the end 
cf 1924 they began to lay off and cut wages* nfter I was cut to 37|^ an hour, 

I quit, early in 1925, t 

In the tannery I first became acquainted with social thinking aid th* 
effects of social legislation on the workers. The bosses were on the lookout 
to prevent any talk of unionism, or socialism, They even circulated a petition 
on the 8 hour day legislation that L a Collette was trying to get through the 
legislature. I was almost the only one who signed in favor of the 8 hour dayj 
the, others were talked into signing against it on the grounds that a reduction 
from 10 hours would mean a out in pay* 

in the tannery I saw my first live Bcmmuniste— several representatives 
on the Soviet government who came to inspect a totdrlion dollar order a' hides, 
islone of ns had a chance to talk to any of them—wa merely gawked at them, We 
knew, however, that the ooaiuany was trying to pull a fast one on thee e BuSBians 
by rushing the hides through without putting them through all necessary opera¬ 
tions. «<e fait secretly pleased when, the Soviet inspectors caught this trickery 
and refused to take the hides unless they were re-processed* 4a also wore 
amused at the fear shown by a young Russian h'hite Guard Who was the sen 6f a 
wealthy tioscow tannery owner expropriated by the involution, This wealthy 
Russian capitalist family had moved to Berlin, and had sent this young scion 
to cur tannery to learn the ins and cuts of the business* The youth ducked 
around among the piie3 of bides and peered at the "Bolsheviks" like a rat 
spying on a cat* All the workers found this amusing, though none of ub knew 
anything about Communism— and few anything about trade unionise. 

The workers in that factory were largely men v^ho had known nothing elss 
mo:rfc cf their lives* Our foreman had worked there 40 years, starting at the . 
age of 7 or 8. The "Bolsheviks" asked him hovr.long he'd worked there, -vrjd «b« 
he told them, asked.him how much he made. He answered "55,^ an hour." They told 
him he ought to own the place after so many years, which nettled him, but a- 
nuaed. the workers. 

1^ 1924 during the summer the Ku Xlox Klan was at its height, holding 
large meetings in a big tent on the edge of town. Though we had been baptised 
Catholic, our family had left the church when we were young, and we had con¬ 
sidered ourselves Congregationalisms* I had belonged to the Boy Sqout troop 
at the Vend du Lac Congregational churoh* 

A large number of the tannery and machine shop Protestant workers went 
down to the meeting one ni^ht, % brother .and I went along with sons 

friends. The emphasis of the speakers was anti-Catholic and anti-capitalist* 

I joined up, payingbut my older brother was skeptical* Another brother, 
older yet, had already joined up. We attended only two meetings of the Klw. 

At the first meeting I got in an argument with the Kleagle by defending Dar¬ 
win's thepry of evolution. At the second masting my oldest brother got in an- 
argumant with the Superintendent of thQ railway shope and ora of our neighbor*, 
by proposing that* parades should be held without hoid s. In both oases the 
arbitrary and dictatorial mariner of the officere roused resentment among a 
large proportion of those present* Meanwhile, thinking we were good American*, 
and Smutting believing the Klan was preaching Americanism, we had long discu*- 
eiona in the shops on the Klan'e program* Many of our Catholic and foreign 
born frieijds wanted to join, too, consid ering themeelves also good Americans* 

The anfcl-Begro and antii-Semitic points in the Klan program repelled u«» As a 
result, both my brother and I quit after the second meeting. The Klan folded 
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up in Fond du Lao shortly after that. Though they hounded us through the mail, 
for dues, we ignored them, and after 1985 they didn't pother w more. 

In 1925 the Klan beoarre very entire in R 0 d Granite, where I had gone to 
wortc in the quarries during/the summer. My father and J opposed it strongly 
but nevertheless ray younger brother and youngest sister ».e£e carried by 
the fever and joined against our advioe. In Red G enite the. Kim eoread hatred 
between the Gathoiios and Protestants, and agalnsE the foreign born, particu¬ 
larly the *innirin-Americans rho were considered "Connnmirt^Sahatred thafc 
destroyed th. already .«* union. In the 

the cjjifj.f/t-'- “ r , fanll y haa traditionally Bepubllonn, from lofor. 

.. tJ 1 ?1 y ^ther was a forest admirer or Theodora Roosevelt, and was 
quite jingoistic, though opposed to anti-S c mitism and anti-Negroism. ttne of 
the factors that brought us temporarily to the Klan wee tho stow that the 
V ,U ^. i ° ari Go ^ rnor * rQd ^ramerraan was a member of tho organization. During 

Bocsevelt^ISfi Z 1^°* ^L*?^!** * af| * bUt ** brotha * 9 had gonffor 
id^e In 19 pS l 1? Bupnorted Bughes, in 1920, Harding, in 1924, Cool- 
idge. n 1928 ab a matter of course we wore in favor of Hoover at first* 

* ™ Po ^ ltioal ar ^ lunants and religious arguments were always going on fiercely • 
at our house, ifany of our relatives were Polish, and supported Democrats. All 

WMle ° Ur famil ^ was drifting into free-thought. The 
ar gum ait e warp hot but friendly and didn't interfere with card games or dr inkin k 
beer* Such,papers as the "iWoe" and bellow Jacket" were cremated a lot 1 * 

y y* th,ne su aKre8d - «• dfnt™ ‘f z £L. 

father B a8fl stt. Some day there will be the biggest war of all aM th*t 
be between, the rich and the poor." ani th ** 1,111 ■ 

a member 0f ths Kni Sh ts of Labor in his youth. In inter 
years he had joined a ocuple A PL unions which had been broken up by scaups 

<£en h SLrV^ *IV* th \ treaBuriea ' Th3 ® wide him a confirmed apostle Sf the 
o? L^ P ;A br0thet,S * baV ! V9r ' favored labor unions. This added another bit 
. , f t0 3 arguments at home. Some of my uncles from Bed Granite, which 
had a f .strong'IW movement, and Minnesota, also favored unions, " 


I f ° U ^ Tr 1 8p8rit werkin * in the stone-«uarrie. at Bed Granite 

had r nt r *„? h peopl# of * went J" different nationalities. ThesB men 

L + ? 0Utt8rs wsr# well-organized, so were the stone 

cutters, and the'driHers. Their pay was considerably above our 40^ an hour, 
they worked Q froum a day vfc ile we worked 10 hours aid sometimes ai highaa* 

mJim 5Jsh Pf So ° i t lism thaie * specially among the L tt andi- 

c f t!!*! fof^r*** • L ^ 1! flish» and Scotti& workers. There I first heard of 
omraunisra. In 1924 I found a Communist lenflet on our front poroh greeting 

^y Day. for several nights we watched with a eh otgua for the "subversives" 

iSlTVZ Tjyyy- * n the .***552^1., 

the^kilTioikS /f ? who inid me scornfully about the Communists and 
Peopu!" advised me to read it once in awhile, but get the "V*ly 

frem ^ m ^ tal , hCrl8 °V. aa VVlden8d considerably by contact with these people 
to Z Lurope. 1 had long decided t o work till I soved up enough Zney 

to . 0011 CgQ. mr father had advised me not to leum a trdde, beoaSe it * 
t u - rae - 3n a H e wanted me to be a lawyer, I therefore considered 

« t mure 1 ?*'££££ a ° d St °“ Vmtn “■ *""* ««"—«» 

>izi’ tim reaiine 
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any on wine, women or b eng, fully believing that I could 'become wealthy some 
day in that fashion. I bought insurance policies, and invented in stocks— 
one or two shares—read books, tried writing poetry, and was generally consi¬ 
dered a "good boy", wtlkh "a future*" Curing the winter months when tbs quar¬ 
ries were shut down, I went elsewhere to work. In the fall of 19.2§ 1 went to 
Milwaukee and worked in a construction job, in a clothing factory, and at 
Harnisohfegsr Corporation, where I was a punoh-pres* helper,. $he following 
ftllxx I washed dishes at a tuberculosis sanitarium* yherq, I hytb on? of the - 
members of the Sjjate Board of Control, who was a friend, of 3pna ,G a le. Shq told 
me about the forthcoming Experimental Collage at the University of Wisconsin 
and advised me to apply for entrance. Both she and a number of doctor a. at the 
Sanatorium atxix* encouraged me to continue writing poetry. . .. 

A£ter quitting the sanatorium, 1 want back to the quarries. In the fall 
of 1927 I applied for entrance to the, Experimental College. With the recOJOnen- 
dation of Blizabeth Waters, a former teacher at Pond, du lac* and my acquaint¬ 
ance on the Board of Control, I was accepted, and started at the U of W,. in 
1927... 

/ 

I had got interested in long distance running in High School, having 
wen several races in my lrst y q ?r at Wautoma. I was also in avid bicycle tour¬ 
ist. H*en I worked in the tannery I made almost weekly trips £0 miles horns 
to Bed Granite to visit my family, often‘leaving at 4 o*clock on Monday morn¬ 
ing to get. to work at 7 o’clock in Fond du Lac. After work I would either 
go on bicycle trips or run a couple miles "to keep in condition." . 

'Afoen I entered at the University I had several ambitions* 1) To learn 
as much as I could by hard study and discussions with the teachers and students,, 
2) To get equipped for some profession. 3) To become a champion long-distance 
runner— l wanted to rim the 'darathonS 4) To improve my writing, and bee erne 
a g»3EtxMkmxiKXg±3d5cgaxnxrme«g]»ittxa good poet. Insofar as I had any psrspeotive, 
it was to hake writing my life-work. However, I already saw that I’d never 
make a living writing the way I wanted to, so I expected to become a teacher 
in a. high school or college as a means of making a living so 1 could write. 

I had been approached- earlier by one politician who, urged me to apply for the 
local postmaster",s Job in Bed Granite, but I didn't feel 1 oould qualify. I 
was too green to know that such jobs are handed out as patronage. "Also, another 
would-be politician, a school principal, had urged me to became a rural eoheol 
teacher, stating I might in the future get a chance to nun for assembly on the 
Democratic ticket.. All that was far above my head in those days., 


H e re at the University I found rqyself running into, ideas I never knew 
existed. The students at the Experimental College were as a whole more ad¬ 
vanced $h«t ordinary students. Some were older than .most students. There were 
talented people , sane who had already made a little mark in their field*. 
Kany of them were frcm wealthy families! many were of different national ori¬ 
gins j many were from parte of the country, like the South, the far west, and 
Hew Xork, which seemed like foreign lands to a greenhorn like mq. 

The first year we studied ancient Greece. I found no limits on ray desire 
to study. I hed decided I wouldn't work after school hour3—but would live on 
my savings. By the end of the second semester 1 my *600 was spent and I had to 
borrow money. I paid that back through what I saved, during the aumpr of 1920. 
j I applied for a Eona Gala Scholarship, and received it on the strength cf my 
/ poetry-Hinhiah by this time made a pile of manuscript about a foot high. - 


In the seoor.d yGar of the iiXperiraental College, I ran into debt again, 
despite the help given by the scholarship. That debt I paid off quickly the 










summer rf 1929. 

At the University I found that I had to revise my view# of sooiety fUn- , 
da mentally. I Quickly learned enough about the petty politics that govern the 
lives of University Frofessox-a so that I didn’t want to pen myself in the pri¬ 
son where teachers spend their years, Rone of the profession# appealed to me. 

T found that my own background and that of ay family had engendered basic react¬ 
ions to the world that were sharply at variance with the atmoephere of Univer¬ 
sity lifts. Where I had spent the first year in a sort of a happy dream, the 
second year seemed like a prison. * 

I found myself questioning the judgements and things taught by my pro- 
fessofs, and increasingly got into arguments over interpretations of fact, 
though I considered myself a republican, I found that I* didn't fee eye to 
eye with the other Republicans there,. It, 'wasn't long before I was palled a 
Communist, though I didn't know any Communists then. I had net a couple people 
who were called Communist#, but considered them to be some sort of mental 

ir©£liC8# ^ 

In keeping with cur family’s traditional love for discussion, I was 
moved to join other students in a free speech fight when Glenn Frank, whom I 
worshipped as a great liberal and republican, banned Mrs, Bertrand Russell 
from speaking on the campus. Four of us students barded together, enlisted the 
help of many others, and arranged a meeting for her. O n ly the kindly assistance 
of hmost -aeyer, then v;ritin s for the Capital Times, saved us from being ex- 
f el i 9 l/ r&m S0h001 Glenn Frank cancelled a national speaking tour to rush back 

° iP ^ ne U !’ ? nly t0 find oat he oouldn, t ^ anything because 
“®yer inrkxfcimxkiKEE.fur said he was sponsoring the meeting. 

t * M^«*P«ri.no# with Glenn Frank was very disillusioning to me. 

J^atar that year, I was very much aroused by the brutal sentence given Ifcvid 
t*ordcn for writing a poem which appeared in the Daily Worker. I took part in 
helping organ! 2 e a dsfansE meeting for his defense. 

Before the end of the first year I was already getting interested in 
politics. 1 became acquainted with some Socialists and joined the-League for 
industrial Democracy. I considered myself, though a Republican, more akin to 
the Socialists. In. the course of working with the Socialist#, aid La Follett# 
Progressive students, I got acquainted first hand with their dirty politic# 
and became disgusted with then. 

, , ( 

inxttaexfe#seixif*»xs±±i The Socialists convinced me that the Communist# wer# 
boring from within a certain University Club, that the Communists wore absolutely 
unscrupulous, using any means to achieve their ends, that therefore it was pro¬ 
per to use any means to defeat the Communists. I thought** they wore right, and ' 
in my capacity as secretary of this loosely-formed club, readily assented to 
the socialists proposals to addredit people who had never been members in 
order to vote down the Conmunista. For this the Communists rightly denouno#4 
me as a oorniver at fraudulent elect ion practices, but my conscience was clear, 
for i was convinced they were the enemies of democracy, wer® unscrupulous, and 
had to be defeated by any means, however foul, in*x order to keep them 'JTrcm - 
dorruptiug the organization and using it for their forum. 

H 0 waver, I learned about tho Tom i-ooney case, and was convinced of bio 
innooenae. When I wanted the Socialists to prote.t and demand his freedom, 
they ballad, saying that would be a "Communist " action. This was in the 
second year at school, 

__ f 

y this time I was on the varsity cross country team and had many fri#nd# 




. *»»! etc. rf. Sooiel 1st* 

to capture the organisation.. They ar^ed^'rr.e^^^f a °‘ 1 tba Cofn raunleto. wars out 
t« defend the fort. I agreed, *’ rln ‘ ! V athlete frtende dora 

th e fl°“:: r o/i 0 ‘xr.r^ txzis?. 1 ™ ° an °- » -»» *• «*» ^ 

tried to stifle debate, nhlle the OoraLmista u “ lanMr o t l»«Hy 

tery angry at the Socialists. /.lth thTlid of Proposal. I heoaaie 

removed all the Soc ip lists fs.om friend 8 p the athletes, we 

loudly acoused me°f“,*le£“es£*th’i *"? 1 ®e Socialist, 

mam sts were elated. I did not and aiding the Communiete. The Com- 

sonever. I did rant to So ametSng * tat 0 ^ruhiloan. 

lrhed with the lociallsts frem th m o,l ' a «l”it,ly fln- 

it fo^a^!dtai a x a :o:B r %rt. r f aP i d ^“ V " 8 f ° U 8f 1928 - 1 »«* **. 

K l« Kinn had made me resentful of any ^?^ len ° e wlth tf th « ** 

the attacks were made on A 1 SmithC thol?? 8 ^fv, Pr y U r iCe ' Ml * n 
for Catholicism. I fait irmoiiwi ♦ a thollo, although I had no use 

to den^nrtratTt'hat 1 oJcLd il^tLTo ? 128 ,^ 11 " Sn ' ltb ’ 3 

tare hot dlsoueslone on the comma. l'hdee wlme's'* 18 '’ the oan !P“i«a« Thfre 

knew by this time I *+m . 88 W0r ® several Communist b that X 

for tt%ltb 1 ” pLe* \Zt “ e ""Zr» f 8 „ i ‘° PU,,ll0an - 1 *<> «*• 

play, 1 poneented to ,e„ e IS ln w i '“ ares * a <* fair 

that this, minority candidate would fret a ld8 ? t Comralt ^ ee to tfuaranteo 

feline.,an inflation to do soSm^ to ZlZvltlZ 8 ecr 9 ^y. 

agreed to help distribute « X orixxg roster s program forward. I 

clear to the Communists that # dIdn*t°aoceSf thellT” 1 * 118 * ' neetin ®“~ maki n« 
and would vote for A 1 Smith# P iei:^ program, even opposed it, 

teachers, and our'coaoS 0 when n 4ey^aw y ra e h dirtrib^ n th^ fr ° m SOmG ° f th ® 
me .ouite angry to be called a "Communist" 2j!l J b ? Be leafleb8 « « <“ad* 

of free speech ard assembly. I believed strons-lv in the int#r **t 8 

doctrine emblazoned on the tablet before B^sot/Hall!* 1 * SlmnS mA wtonow i*«" 

eymps^iVt 'cZrTt \° ,p “ k * 

for ai Smith. Horman %ow». and Wini^ 4 " £22*V"* \ 8>jierned to 
the platforms af all four candidate* an +v,*+ 1 oonsoienticusly studied 

and an aver the arguments of the others I «aa ot^l !*‘ 011 t!,ose 01 So «er 
program »es the host, and II 0 over' 6 the'.crst f } U ? that Po8tar,s 

the ‘ ) ociali.v?t 3 an.v more Sn I /pmro « * ^ time 1 had no use for 

pro/^ram* I stated franklv +hn+ *+ VGr ^ poor presentation of ilr# IIoover f e 
gran, ard Hoover V ^ ° Pini °. n that FMter ha ^ *•« Pro- 
ftiater, th at if £ ZteTcl l°T ^ Z* t0 V ° te f ° 8 

either H oover or lSmlth . that .J^Zto vcte ^ f ° 8 

anti-.O a tholicism; that prd)ably H o0 ver would win P roteBt ««alnst 

should be oart to be on the winning aide. ’ ****** Where one’s vote 

«epuhlloanB P oa°lod' 1 L i ^ dmble-orosser^'Tai^i^^ ra '» 3 ' lf “ Kapublloan. lie 
V the tine aovemlinr C aoo around 1 -vas’ooi.alfLJ / 8 ° *V Ae 8 121 ttr,r of fact, 
»hen I got In the polls 1 oast my arts Tor iTfcdij V ° te f “ F ° 3 ‘ Mi ** 

S'oste^deT“o an^ry I 1 qtlt'’thrtrLk C ?f “T dlStrIlmtln * looHete for 
>ut got no crad.t for 1 . beoausa 1 .as not SkirtSS^^f HZu^ 





% reaotion was anarchistic and individualistic in the extrema, I was opposed 
Bho^ld b^voluntary# r ° r physical 9daca ti«.. believing each thing® 

i 

3n the second semester of the second year ray professors were oallim? me 
Communist consistently, I was arguing fiercely with the Communists on all 
points of their program. In the oourse of these arguments, I found myself 
losing consistently. I agreed that there was something radically wrong with 
society and a change was needed. I couldn’t see their contention that tha 
working class was the olaas which would emancipate society. It seemed to ma 
the farmers were the basic clans, since they raised the food. The questions 

n 77* der,0c f a3yj ldeallsm vs * materialism; freedom versus "regi¬ 
mentation } all than a (meters ware threshed out. 

The last straw came in a philosophy class when a professor opposed *k» 
a rise in the price of haircuts asked by Madison barbers, and I favored it. 

f! baV8 t0 Sat t0 ° : " The 9 r °r eBFi0r flew into a passion and 
said. That s the trouble with you Communists: You only think of the workers* 
you den t care what happens to the conoumers," Shocked, I retorted* "Tut tbs 
workers arc consumers, too.’" This little by-play did more than any single 
other incident to wake me up to changes that were go’ng on in my thinkiiw. 

realized that now I was definitely considered a Qommuniat, with all th« 
ccnsequGaoes that would mean, I decided it was time I began to find out ser¬ 
iously what Communism was, i 

The nact few months I began to ask my Communist friends questions with 
leas of an antagonism to their, outlook, I decided definitely to leave school 
for a c tuple years to dear up ray thinking, and began to look with longing 
on my life as a worker before, whfch was. relatively peaceful compared to this 
hectic University lifs. Come professors tried to dissuade me from leaving 
school, advising me I ml$t think it a terr^orary reosss, but it would becan* 
a permanent thing, rowover, my mind was made up, 

„ , J e ^ ore 1 left sch001 in Professor Paul liapshenbush, a l 

booialisft and bitter anti-Communist, 

a&stsxiax. whose advice was always; "Learn about Communism fran ite enemies." 

"Si i iS d ! 8 u f0 5 * h ® *TZ Tp handed rae a C W Of Lenin's "Imporial- 
Iahi and tate and H e volut ion. Head them if you want to, but don’t bail lev® 
them, he suggested. 

During the summer of 1929, I started reading these works of Lenin, 

1 nl8 f read bleancre fling’s pamphlet "The People's Marx". These works 
especially Imperialism" clinched matters for me. "Imperialism" di owed me 
clearly that Communism was not a visionary dream to be realized a hundred 
years from now, but a matter of our own time, Marx's writings exolained 
a probiem ray brothers and I had argued for years; "Whe^e does profit come 
5 ”? It is difficult to/l describe the effect of those writings on my 
thinking, "ftor two years of mental confusion amounting almost to agony at 

5 “"® Tff 68 * ?! re WaS vvritin « crystal clear and illuminating in the extreme, 
ykmt&sx elder broth a* and I read the works together. W' e both said; "fthy. 

this is exactly the way we've been thinking all our lives!" The world began 
to make some sense, ■ 

- C n e thing bothered us; "Isn't this too much for the average worker to 
understand? Isn t this sonatuing removed from the average workers' experience?" 
W e were not free from a feeling of superiority, unfortunately. That question 
was answered for us when the Milwaukee PommuniBts distributed shop paaars at 
hs arnischfeger plant. I was working as a freight handler on- the rail¬ 
roads and my brother was at Uarniachfegers. These shop papers made a sensa¬ 
tion at Kamischfegere. They were the main topic of discussion.. We were both 
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convinced that the Communist doctrine oould he understood by average nortore. 


i 


The onlv thing that remained now was the deciaion as to the time of join¬ 
ing the Communist Party. Incidentally, we both were convinced that an 
crisis was coming, from what we learned of crises in ^arx s J“Jv* M* 

ded we*d work for a year, save money, and get ourselves patched up for the big 
leap. We had notions that joining the Party meant letting our solve a in fer 
the most strenuous type of activity, blacklisting, even jail, ^ brother had 
to have a cataract rerrcved from one eye, injured by a piece oi steel in a faot- 
Qi-yj I thought i needed my appendix removed* 


However, our decision was speeded up. A younger sister enrolled in the 
University of Wisconsin, She had a scholarship from the MUW, and looked well 
set. She. roomed with sans of my Communist friends, and took to Communism «k» 
verv rapidly. In six week's time she triumphantly informed ua she had joined 
the^oung Communist League. I sheepishly locked up the Communist headquarters . 
in Milwaukee and asked to join up. Incidentally, X never needed that appendix 
operation. % brother joined the following year, after he had his eye operation.-, 


Y<hen I joined I was working at the Wpstinghouse Electric Co* light-bulb 
plait in Milwaukee. V, e tried to orga iae a union there. By January, 1930, 
when the Great Depression was already under way, I was exposed and fir®d» 1 
took part in the unemployed movement, helping organize the 
demonstrations which won relief for the unemployed anu uemolished Hoover 9 
decree that "The Ameri cm worker is too £T oud to ask for a dole* 


In the 19 years that I have been a member of the Communist Barty, I 
have baen elected to various posts of leadership...I saxxxxxxri DxxxmBdfliBxhaye 
a±±aHX&sBxx*BtlEXK0esKt*tK2xEXdxJGX3BX been a member of the Wisconsin Executive 
Board since January a M^ b 1 held the following 

costs: branch ohairSSSi MMSSH secretary; organizational secretary. 

Daily Worker agent, etc. I have been at various times. Chairman, and 
of the Com uni ct rarty of Wisconsin, Hy present port is Vice-Chairman of the 
Communist B a rty of Wisconsin, and editor of the Wisconsin Ldxtion cf th 
Worker. I was a menber of the National Committee from 1945 to ly48. I have 
been a delegate to all itexxxxi^BXxxx^kxxi^tyxxix^ Jutional Ccnventisn* 
c “he dee 1930. I missed cl* the 7 th OohysaUoh in 19S0 .ho, 
was in prison for leading an unemployed demonstration; aid the 14th in 194*. 
whan responsibilities necessitated my renaming in Milwaukee. 


I have been Conrnmi at oardidate for the. following offices* for U.S. 
Sanator in 1933j for Governor of ••inocnnlA in 1930, 1932, 1940, 

For Congress, bth District, 1934 and 1948; for Mayor of Milwaukee, 1932,«nd 

1946. 


In the course of my activities I have been arrested a number of tine*, 
i&axgadxxith for organizing activities,' and dxxiw&aaBstixjs* free speeds 
fights. I have served sixteen and a half months in the -dlwaukee Hows® « 
Correction-- fcuxoun nearly eleven months in 1930-31 for leading the -mwto 
6 th, 1930 unemployed demoiistrption in Milwaukee, being given a conditional 
pardon by C 0 v. Bhilip La Follettej. and mohths in 1935 for taldng part in 
an anti-Nazi demonstration in 1933, All of ray arrests and imprisonments were 
political, rising from political activities; the charges sangsd from disor¬ 
derly caiduct" in cases involving leaflet distribution and. street corner or 
shop gate meetings, etc. to "riot" in cases of demonstrations. 

and t 

I have been writing poems, stories for 25 years. I have published 
two brochures of poetry: "The Woman Lake and ether Boerna" in 1928; am 
"OThe Ashen of Six Million Jews" in 1946. A number of my poems have appeased 
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pen- 

in. various newspapers, under various names. Among tfcer.e are the Daily Worker, 
the Sheboygan Press, the Madison Capital.Times, and the Milwaukee Journal* . 
Onp of my poems "Northeast Passage" was placed in the Congressional B oord 
by ®ong* Thaddeus v; b sielewaki. The Navy Department s$nt rae a letter of thank* 
for another "The Ballad of Pe u rl Harbor". The poem "Northeast Passage",, be¬ 
sides hppearing in the Milwaukee Journal, was sl&siy reprinted in waus&oue 
newspapera ,sxdx including "The VVorker", "The Pilot", organ of the CIO Nati¬ 
onal %ritime Workers Union, the Ashland, Wio, "Press", and brought favorable 
comment from leaders ‘in the movement for the S^, Lawrence waterway* 

"The Aehes of Cix Million Jews" received favorable comment from 
leaders in movements against intolerance in many paints of the country, and 
from various individuals outside the Communist movement* 

Bgsidee poetry, I have written articles for the Dally Worker for the 
past 19 years; Party leaflets, and letters stating the position of the Com¬ 
munist Party to various newspapers, add several articles for the "Communi et" 
and Political Affairs, cur national organs. 

A s one of cur Party’s spokesmen in Wisconsin, I have appeared frequently 
before legislative bodies, at conferences and gatherings, and have spoken 
in moot of the larger/ cities of cur state, and in many rural communities* 

I became a Communist through my own experience and the experience of 
my family as workers, and farmers in America, through my patriotism as m 
American, through struggle to find meaning in our life , to win freedom 
of thought and action, through study, and through conviction that only Com¬ 
munism can Bmaxsi^aloex save us Americans from chaos and destruction* 

The 19 years I have been-a member of the Communist Party have been 
rich in experience. Bach year has more deeply confirmed the decision cade' 
back, in 19P9 to join the Communist Party, The rightness aid wisdom of that 
decision is more apparent today than ever. I am profoundly grateful to the 
Communist Party for what membership in it has taught me, for the tremendous 
boons it has brou^jt the American people, for the hope it has brought to 
families like mine, and for the bright future which the imminent victory 
if its cause will open to America* 


I 
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H? - —reward li-tf*-' ^ '" ~^* j r ti -*'-?^-»r-w -■■-'jgf 


laPTttfias St MAKES REPLY jal [l^ PeOpIC ® 

ar> [617 N. 2nd sf., Milwaukee, Feb. 9.] — In U v 1 „ w:trrn jw.ifl *! 

'your ‘Jan. 4 radio Address, speaking .of the, ri ffdom to Dit cutt it, and AU W ill IrO w ou j at 

trial of the 12 Communist leaders, you said: In ---*7“ Tom ^ 

‘‘It tfould be improper to comment while, the PI demned attacks on academic Ire d , X m th 
matter is before th# «>urt." 2 -/^f- H* i park's wire-tappingI proposal.. etc. Good! U. 

As a liberal you Should know that in Brook- Pr Isn’t it time that liberals £ eal ‘ ®. d . th tl L* „ ^ 
lyn a reactionary "udge named Surpless 'is M Communism is the mean* w .^ h P»- ^ 
conniving with tfie Brooklyn police to -pre- ( lice state is being built. Isn t A. 

vent distribution of leaflets on' the trial for jV’ " the 12” the central point of the to_p w, 


conniving with tfie Brooklyn ponce to pre- v? , uee state « u C u S «»*•*. - ---- r — 

vent distribution of leaflets oir the trial for j? ’ the 12” the central point of the * w. 

substantially th^ same reasons, you give.: . <*. ; lice statp? [Editor s Note. But at 

Xpur position would gag the Ajmqrlc'an peo* \ «ists flways set up * police state wherever they ftf 

pie ind prevent anyone opposed’to the trial J « get conUol.l . .* 

from telling the truth about it—that this trial t*: t .Whatever your answer to th q $ • P J 

itself, whatever , the .-outcome,' 'jdestrpjis’VS'll i the people* of Wisconsin arej e» d , v . tem 0 f In 

JnteSuy 1 of 6 weaf 5 Xy JESSES Y«S Or will you again M 

whS you refuse to comment o^ g j tell us you think it is J*improper"-tuT the hi 
ihe isues in the case* are "you and other liber- u? t courts rule on it. should do ab- « 

.ais, going to, keep still about the rigged-and ail f ’ P? y 0U I S S !hn,it unvthine till the courts p- 
lMded jury system in New-York upde.r which r 7 { splutely nothing about a y g whether l 
the , 12 were'indicted and now face trial? *' an I (pontroiled by the monopolies) tell whether , 
.# Irrefutable evidence shows that' New "York lex l 0 1 n °t can do ^' Ered B * V, re 


I refutable evidence, shows that New York ley 
es exclude Jews. Negroes, working peo- Sr 
trade unionists,- and people' yeitb low in- pu 
es.‘ Ju^ge Knox who introduced the sys- r» 
•admitted these juries are l handhickedt tap 
jpg: "I cannot do otherwise, than admit —> 
guilt. Nevertheles,, unless restrained by, j 
authority that I eamiot resist, jurors in 1 * 
district'will'continue tp be hand-pipked.” e 
en Linger mailed this yatem “outrageous f 
un-American” irj the Senate; Cpng. Marc ; - 
mio'attacked It in the bouse. Demands o 
’’are pouring in to Cong. Celler,, of the house 
judiciary ! committee, asking a, congressional ,S 
investigation of .the method of jury’ picking » 
4n .that district. . • ’ . • / ’ ^ *V V 

u On Jan. 31-you said: “The!-dim outlines of JJ 
. a police stateythat are appearing here and JJ 1 
there, in' the American scene should have the *? 
, cpnjcero of* : the Ajnerlcan people.” fYou.' Cqnr rrx 


ban, Wisconsin Communist Party. 


£fci*M3*Tvi.a. 
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Labor s Daily, With More Help from Laborfl 
Be Needed Spokesman for Mature Labor Move 


F OR MANY YEARS The Capital 1 
Times has deplored the status 
of labor journalism in the United 
States.' It has seemed to us that 
an organization with some 16 mil¬ 
lion members has been negligent 
in not making a more serious 
effort to present its case to the' 
public. 

A great labor, movement, such 
as we have in this country, should 
have a daily newspaper to act as 
its spokesman in presenting labor’s 
case to the public, as labor dailies 
have done in European countries, 
particularly in England and the 
■ Scandinavian countries. 

' ‘In ^England the Labor party 
:'owns the Daily Herald with a cir¬ 
culation of % million. In addition 
the Daily Mirror, though not 
owned by the Labor party, takes 
the party’s point of view and has 
built up the phenomenal circula- 
.*• tion of 8 million. In Oslo, Stock- 
holm, Copenhagen, B a r i s and 
' Rome daily papers speak for labor.. 

‘ * * « 

B UT IN this country there has 
been no development that can * 

■ be remotely compared to labor 
journalism in Europe, The best 
' job in the field has been dpne by * 
Labor, the publication of the Rail¬ 
road Brotherhoods. While it has 
performed a valuable service and 
is crammed with important infor¬ 
mation that union members should 
; have, it is only a four page weekly 
• with a circulation of approximate- ’* 
- ,ly 900,000. 

1 The most encouraging devqlop- 
. ment in this field came to our at- 
Mention spine' months., ago with the , 

* r appearance of a^ daily laborpaper,- 
' , called Labor’s Daily. It is a 
sprightly, well-edited paper, pub- 
lished ati Bettendorf, Iowa, by the 
International Typographical Union 
; arid filled with news of importance 
' to laboring men and liberals. It 1 
; has on its staff some, very compe- 
- ..'tent newspapermen. 

' Unfortunately, Labor's Daily Is 
*' not getting the kind, of support it 
. needs and deserves from oiyganized 
• labor throughout the country. It 
•has had some tough going, of 
course, as all beginning publica- 
„ . . tions'do. But they have not been 
of -such a serious nature that they 
„ .- . could not be overcome .with a little 
more assistance from other labor 


Voice of The People 

("Let the People Have the Truth and Freedom to Discus* It, and All fTitt Go 


The Mark Twain ' 'f 

Bookshop 

[Milwaukee,-, April 31—Your paper of 
April 2, printed a letter by Mrs. Georgia 
Cozzini of Milwaukee carrying some mis-, 
statements about the Mark Twain Book¬ 
shop which my wife and I operate at 1010 
W. North Ave. in Milwaukee. 

The Mark Twain Bookshop is owned 
solely by Many Keith Blair. It is oper¬ 
ated by her with my help. The policies of 
the store and everything connected with 
it are controlled by us. It is a private 
businesi'p^jture out of which we hope 
to' make‘a living. The capital for it, is 
entirely our own. 

The Mark- Twain Bookshop deals pri¬ 
marily in second hand books. We handle 
some new tiopk6, mainly standard works 
like - Modern Library issues, and some 
best sellers. We order any .books not .in 
stock. We search for out of print books 
and first editions on any subject. We 
carry a number of periodicals including 
The Capital Times and,Progressive maga¬ 
zine—our store is one of the few places 
in Milwaukee where The Capital Times 
is on sale. \ , 

•We ‘handle Marxist writings but they 
make up about five .per cent of our 
stock. We shall -continue to carry ^.what¬ 
ever progressive literature any customers 
may want. 

' We are certain that anyone who visits 
ouf store and looks over, our stock will 
he convinced that Mrs. Cozzini's state¬ 
ments about us are wrong. To Qur knowl¬ 
edge she has not yet been in our store 
and apparently wrote! on the basis -of 
erroneous reports—Fred Blair. 

Send Southerners 
To 

"[Antioch,- Hi.,'April ‘81 —(To “Dis¬ 
gusted" of Milwaukee) Yoifr illogical 
opinions regarding -the'race' question, 
the, .rpiatixe ’ YirtueJi:-«,QfSoutherners, 
Yenkeee'jSjjd^.gflJj; graham,. should din- 

organizations and members. ; ’ 

* # •* ' 

W ! HOPE that for the good of 
the iabor movement and for ■ 
journalism, which'is today so dis- 
tressingly 'dominated. by the One- .1 
Party . press,/ that Labor’s . Daily ; 
will get the support that it meeds 
to help It grow into the kind of a 
flourishing institution that,a ma- i 
ture American labor moyepient \ 


T * 

gust you or anyone who reads yai 


aujruuq yvuu icaue 

sense. » 

History does not bear you opt as ! ;/»(: 
the origin, of slave trading. There 
have been a few Yankees, as you 
them, but other nationals, incju<j|)jj{’y 
English, predominated. That point, -how-.‘.V 
ever, is of little consequence compare c - 
with the truth, which cannot >b<? 
cealed, that the Southern-pi 
,, bought the Negroes. ’i. 

Negroes are found everywhere. They"! r 
can live' in any climate if they -anr**'; 
treated fairly and you eannof shift fhi?. It 1 


for glib orators regardless, of their skill,- 

S 1 wb5?>«. k " p, ° g * 

The suggestion of certain lily- whites v 
that the Negroes should be shipped i»‘- - 
the Northern states cause meio.fllffirjj,' 
a better plan. Strydom, the decplyfe-W 
ligious strong man of the IJnioib^i'SpjiOi;^ 
Africa will -need all the help' hj» ’call 
if he is to keep the black population,*;’ 
under control. Let 'the 'punishment 
the Southern people fit thek’ctjlmplw® 
their forefathers. Send the'-grtplng:#- 

Whites to Strydom- Aw#Y.^ith^*bdrorjjvi 
-—Skeptic. . >'-> 4 ^ 

Marine yets TbanJc 
City’s Giver* V’ . "it' 

[Madison, April 71—The recent MffitMr 
Corps live orchid sale in Madison 
huge success. This success. ^jgpfF 
the unselfishness and' W* 
the Madieon area cjtizerijSr^ 
in purchasing’ the Hv*dpK 
used for welfare wprtor 
jn our hospitals.. 

It is gratifyiMyr 
erair -is no| 
only CMppjiP**^ 


if the Capital times. 


ifi 
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i The lad lived with his family out In 
Parker Valley. The farm was four, miles 
from Wautama. 


S Mornings, outfitted in a pair of short 
knickers—more ofteu than not hand-me- 
downs from an older brother—he would run. 
the entire distance to school in Wautama. 
“Four miles up the sandy hills and’down; 
then, finally the last mile up the big hiU and 
down around the long curve on Hlway 78, 
blear into Wautama high school. He would 
-kick if off quickly and easily,' as if thaf. were 
Uie ©ply way to travel. 

j Under his arm there was always a bun¬ 
dle of hooks, and usually a piece of poetry 
-or composition he had been Inspired to set 
o.paper the night before. A friendly, "Hi, 
Uddo!” was his greeting to school chums 
ie passed along the way. _ 

When he arrived at school, ills heavy 
best that housed a pair of stout lungs 
leaved a few moments under "the strain. 

—Cpd then, he was ready for classes. . , 

teVwt s* • • *«, *«. *■*-. 




The lad was Carroll Blair, lie was 14' 
years old when his family moved to Wau¬ 
shara County and settled on the old Parker 
homestead in Parker Valley. t) • , 

‘ •• ' *■* * • 1 v *■ 

, ' t V 1 

- He had completed his sophomore year la 
Fond du Lac high school at the age of 13. . 
After they settled on the farm in Waushara 
County, his French Canadian parents kept 
him out of school a year to help on the farm. 
After-years in the city, they wanted so bad¬ 
ly tomake good on the farm, in order to pro-* 
vide .a good life for their ten' children, 

The family had bought the farm with_' 

the insurance money it received after the 
oldest son—"the favorite of the family"—died 
of flu on the way to France In the First 
World War. They were "poor farmers". But 
the parents figured that If they worked -the 
. soil earnestly and with thp application of all 
the family's ingenuity, 'they could “make r a 
go of it”. . 

. * That first year in Wautoma wasn't easy 

■ffgOJjj® —*•“ ’ • 


OLiia 


that there were endless .hours to tip*’ i 
■ and barns, they wereJFrencih Canadian! 
, not Immediately accepted. 

. of the'^rsdpndnan|^t<}et^naa apd 
vian families of the area;'. - ,1 t S'? 

■ - . • • s,) *»$ 

Although he was only 15 whea hire 
| ed his Junior yeaf at WHS, aqdjba$ m 
the year of schooling before, ydniya:^ 
• 'Blair immediately ftagpd to the ± +1 r. 
class. 

His knowledges* books and hi? \U 
interest, in poetty made hlm/the 
lection tor captain of |h* scheoi'tf lifi 
Society. He was also plcked ap 
for for school publication*. , 

Then In the spring of 1823, Wau’ 
school .started « 

-equipment, ap th#CM 
and Black could en#eb Ip Wrt, 
the WHS annual of '18??. ‘vS 
the runs". \ ' RB«EK5®! 


the runs". . /' V fi»S 

For 'the rims" the school 
on the short, stoeky,' 
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(Continued From Pago 1) [1 

but forgotten aibout Carroll Blair , 
until last week that big advertise- ■ 
ment for the Communist Party ap- ; 
peered in the. Oshkosh Northwest- 
,em. It ran under the name "Fred 
B. Blair.” , 

That name struck a chord of 
familiarity In the mind of an old 
schoolmate who remembered a lit¬ 
tle bit about Carroll Blair and what 
became of him. 

The Argus editor went to Mil¬ 
waukee over the weekend to check 
the record of Carroll Blair. This is 
the story of Carroll Blair, as gar- 
pared frpm the files of Milwaukee 

• newspapers, persons who knew him 
and a porspnal interview with the 
man himself. 

Be' had' been urged by "Professor 
DaFoe”, as he and others' called 
the man who was superintendent at 
Wautoma then, to enroll in the uni- 
' versity. To do so .toe went to work 
at the quarry In Redgranite. Then 
■ ho worked ppother year at a: tan- 
fiery in Fond du Latand other Jobs 
wherever he copjd find them. v 

AR*r a few years work he had 
' sa.vecr'h. “couple-hundred dollars” 

• and "Was granted a Zona Gale scho¬ 
larship to the UW. By the 1 end‘of* 

. : his second' year' pt the university, 
|h,e nation was in the 'depths of de¬ 
pression. Unemployment was wide- 
: spread- Communists Wbre* making 
{jay in the sunshine of discontent, 

Youn# Carroll Blair, troubled- hj) 
'the problems of society at the time, 
saW the'rainbaw of 3alvatloninthe 
.preachings of the Communist soap 


was *• 

-{{Communist rally }n Milwaukee. Car- 
roll Blair Wss on the scene. What 
took place in Milwaukee that day 
became known in history as . "the 
Baymarket Square Itiot”. 
h„Carroi I|air' was arrested in the 
■ "melee. *- . 

, 1 When taken, to the Jail; he gave 
%Jve police the name "Fred Bassett", 
bater, the Milwaukee newspapers 
- burned up the fact that Fred Bas¬ 
sett was the same Carroll Blair who 
bad gotten a Zona Ctaie achojwship 
bb the university, ’ >' • ,*" 

, \ < At his trial, Carroll Blair admit¬ 
ted grabbing a policeman’s billy 

-P®li ce “ 


behind. 

Unrepentant, Blair declared on 
the witness stand: "I’m only sorry < 
I didn’t hit him harder—like toe was 
hitting the other man.” 

For'his volence, Blair was sen¬ 
tenced to a" year in prison—the 
stiffost sentence the Judge meted 
out to a half-dozen Communists 
who were involved In that riot. At 
the time of the riot, Blair had been 
living at CommunisF Party head¬ 
quarters In Milwaukee 

That winter, when [WHB alumni 
were planning their annual Christ- 
mas-time reunion, Carroll Blair re¬ 
ceived an Invitation to Join Sis old 
classmates at the banquet. In his 
reply, (re-printed In full elsewhere 
on this page) Blair wrote: - 

"Banquets are not for workers 
In these days of capitalism! You 
must banquet without me, not only 
now, but bo .long as capitalism lasts. 
But when we workers have des¬ 
troyed this system and have started 
the construction of the Socialist 
world, then I aha 11 banquet in.^Vtuu- 
toma—then th$ workers will ban¬ 
quet all aver.'S..., , - , - 

'^After' .fjie Milwaukee news¬ 
papermen contacted Carroll s par¬ 
ents In Rpdgranlto. (They had lost 
‘ the farm by then.) They refused to 
discuss their son. But a 20-year-old 
sister was quoted as saying: . 

' , Carroll does la his busi¬ 

ness. We are glad he has' the cour¬ 
age to fight for his convictions.” , 
And a Dr. R h Bullia of Redr 
r granite.’'was quoted: “Carroll ia f 
i sportsman and a bright boy. There 
isn’t a soul in Rcdgranite ,Whb iwill 
spy- a Word against-him-"*-.. ’ ; t: . 
During his trial, Carroll Blair 

• told reporters he adopted the name 
’ ifred Bassett because he wanted to 
! save his family and friends any re¬ 
taliatory punishment. Since that 

s time, he has used the name. Fred 
Bassett Blair. 

Blair served all but two weeks of 
. his one-year sentence. He was par- 
i doned by Gov. Phil LaFollette after 

• several university professors appeal- 
> ed for h|a release. Dr. Alexander 
, Melkeljojm of the UW was quoted 

as saying : "<^0l7rpll Is a bright boy 
. who bss suffered a great deal.” An- 
, other professor called him "a bril- 
. llapt »ty$en£**, , , ■ 


by .other professors at the UW as 
“one of the most Intelligent atq.-, 
dents. In tests taken by UW stu¬ 
dents in comparison with senlors ; 
at the University of Pennsylvania 
"he ranked second”. 

Interviewed in , his Milwaukee' 
bopk store Saturday by The Wau¬ 
shara Argus, Blair said that Fred, 
Bassett was the name of an uncle 
from Berlin, Wis. ; 

During his year In prison, Blair 
was nominated by the Communist 
Party as its candidate for gover¬ 
nor. That "campaign" netted the 
Communists 2,298 votes throughout 
the state. A few of the votes were 
from He'd granite. 

After his release from Jail, the 
Communist Party held "a coming- 
out party’.’ for Blair at the Colum¬ 
bia Theater in Milwaukee. 

Of that event, the Milwaukee 
newspapers reported: 

"Approximately 1,000 persons at¬ 
tended. Blair, the chief speaker and 
plainly a "hero to the crowd, kept" 
the audience in an uproar with his 
digs and wisecracks at the capita¬ 
list system and the bosses." 

“If there is war with the Soviet 
Union,” Blair was quoted as saying 
at that rally, "we know where we 
will stand. • This may sound like 
treason, but the United States is the 
bosses’ country. It’s not the work¬ 
ers’ country ! v 1 

After being arrested on a second 
charge in connection with the same 
Haymarket Riot, Blair, then 23, told 
a Milwaukee ’■ newspaper reporter:' 
"My life is dedicated to the revolu¬ 
tion." 

This "dedication” has led Carroll, 
Biair-into inanjr sklimisha*“"!^ 
the police during the last 30 years. 

In 1931 he was arrested for a mob 
riot and attacking police in a Qofa- 
munist melee in Kenosha. In USt) 
he was sentenced to prison fpr<Sj»J 
other six months in connection 
with another ' Communist demon¬ 
stration in Milwaukee. And in 1930 
he was arrested in Milwaukee on a 
common" drunk charge. Also, he 
confesses, the FBI Is “always" 
keeping an eye on’ him. 

This “dedication” hlso led him 
Into serving as the Communist 
Party's official candidate for seve¬ 
ral political offices. > 

. At least, twice |y MfeCKp* 


I 


S\ 
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k CARROLli TbjMsCqj^gll Blair, ,,one-tipne Way- 

n sfiaw County- boy vrhQ is o bygone pfthp topCJornmunists in the 
l country .Party's Nationpl, Com¬ 

mittee; Blair,J Jltifrobt^ofelbe Milwaukee hook sforp 
which he operateii, ^pi' b^itJ^Xp^imohi jt -Party' candidate for 

as;.Coipinuaist.Pqrty 

rChalrmanfor^e^hi^i^scoHsjh., '*• 


->v 


caijdjdate for congres|.'Qn<fther. ^»td ffie' "Gerieiva conference". bf- 
it^ialoja tip ran ag the <$pmmuhif# tween jcjjrysljichev and^Elseijhojver 
candidate for United States Senator- had changed things and permitted 


as well aa for Mayor of-Mtlwaukpia. him -to end his underground "ex- 
In October. 1938, wh 11 e^capip^Jhe". i 1 1 '■/, ; - - - 

ing for votes for Sehator^e'|J» : ® etftrmy ' parrer In' loan¬ 

ed from a soapbox plslformp^- SjhmSpftr also led him through * at 
Milwaukee: "I am an atheist," \. v least three marriages. 

In November of 1939, he led.a Married first in 1933, he was di- 
Commanl.it rally in Milwaukee had voroed in 1934. On June 15, 1937, he 
stood on a platform flanked by/two married Elizabeth Smith, “a mem- 


dw«re 10-foot pictures of—Stalfn, on her of a wealthy Milwaukee family”, 
one side,and Lenin on the othw, * She divorced him In 1230 on grounds 
Communists always 'hat- hg~ 'treftlasd - to r- explain long 

(JUMt". tt Js' easy 

" his was the only family ever to; feel who -jpiperatead the Pe $fg? a WWr 
I the sting of war. -t f store for th^ • Communj^J? 0 |i& at 

But for every Communist, tile re 722-- W. 'Wisconsin Avenue In Mil- 
i cornea the -time whan Stalipjror waukee. Later they opened the 
1 Khrushchev or whoever is the dpta- Mark Twain Bookshop at 1010 W. 

! I: \ Cf' - ’ 'i 'ii il^kee;Wis.' V 

; .• - I *’ | 

I! Secreiary/VVIqutoma Hiali .* J,* Mr **»„♦' ’• *• 1 


M ■ :\4i 


School Alumni Association „ '• f r f , 

‘ - - \v~ 

v . :/kJ 


' '.*"1 ain^,sorry %t.l^ 


with ;y<»u at th^.aj^ 


that “No paperbacks or modem 
novels” are carried. 

You noisily scuffle your feet, on 
the old wooden floor aa you 
walk about the small room and 
cough again, lewder this time. After 
a- while, somewhere in the back 
room a faucet i3 turned on and 
somebody is washing his hands. 

Finally, a short, slightly pudgy, 
over middle-aged man emerges from 
the darkness of the back room. You 
introduce yourself. 

"Yes/ he says, "I am Fred Blair." 

He Is friendly and hospitable. 
You explain your mission. Carroll 
Blair, alias Fred Bassett, and now 
Fred ■ B. Blair, is not hostile. In¬ 
deed, he seems pleased to have the 
opportunity to talk to someone -a* 
bput Waushara County. 

"Is Dan Chase still around 
there?" he asks. "I remember him 
well. He was a junior when I was 
a senior. And Carmen Johnson, I 
think she became a teacher, Is shp 
still there? She was Valedictorian 
of our class. She skinned me out by 
a couple of points. But gee, I was 
such a kid then, not even 17, and I 
had stayed out of school one year 
to work on the farm.” 

And then he starts talking about 
the agriculture of the area. He 
knows what it’s about.. "How did 
they ever solve the problem of the 
bugs and iblight?" -he asks. 

"I remember,” he continues, “the 
old O’Connor farm near Hancock. 
It was always the pride - of the area. 
Everything else could be burnt to a 
crisp, but it would always be green 
and lush. 

"That experimental station, at 
Hancock/' is it still there? "It-sure 
did a lot for that country up therp. 

"I’m sure glad to see they're 
planting trees up there,” he goes 
,on- '‘That’ll be the sidvatlon of that 
country/-to stop the- run-off." 

Then you ask how come his fam¬ 
ily settled in Wanisijara.County and 
what became' of them. 

“I was born In Berlin;” he beging. , 
"Then we moved to Fond du Lap 
and after my brother died on the 
way to Franco, we sold the house 
and with the money from the in¬ 
surance we -bought the old Parker 
homestead from a Mr. Fry. Wfe 
didn’t do too'well and after a cou¬ 
ple of years we lost the farm." 

“My family has all moved away 
j^roro there 1 now. There -are et}j_J 
4£2>„“ .5*, W mother's relatives--^/; 

family. Ja'ttgaSffeg 9ft“W.«n; 

Qie* country ‘now/’ , 

You,, talk in generalities for a 
while. And then, you.ask: "How did 
you ever como to he a Communist?" 

“It’s hard to say," Carroll Blair 
begins, /'exactly how I got started 
thinking 1 that way. I would say 
probably the earliest thing waa 
when my -brpther died In the First 
World .War- That was a real shock 
tp me. Then when I saw the family 
lose 'the- farm. And then when J 
worked ini Kedgranite and Fond du 
I^uc/ there- wai a lot of talk , about 
(ffhipps iE«id th^plght hour dayanij 


i 









I've never been'able tp come.^.aUy, the; reason was ipck 
■ qf money. * ,,, \ 

;i ^ .»Now, added Jo presence of iron bats - - - 

. not only between me and WdutonsR bot .Mween, me a 0 d 
every other place I'd- like to be/J 1 .. * •% 1 • 

T I * . «•„ •- '51 ' * rnoP 


>.'■ ■ A-Bonqo.B 4;~* 

-italisml Yow must bW* w«*W «* "°f 

\ Socialist world, then l shall banquet in Wautoma-then the 
workers will banquet all over, - f / ■ 

l Will be eligible to come-*o our.bqhquet. Meanwhile, UVt 111? 
| REVOLUTION!". , f i 1 % ‘ ' ’’ • 

1 • \\ ^ig^; CARROLL BLAIR . 


- 

North Avehpe in Milwaukee and 
regularly' sold Communist Party Os 

literature. » *. 

Tomake the story complete, The 
| Argus editor wanted an interview 
wtth and aplcture of the man who 
hail shown -such promise when he 
left Wautonja. 38 years, ago. After n< 
(flecking a number of prior address- si 
■esr we finally found his house. His w 
wife' said he .could be located at a t 
1 {&>k store at Fifth and State in n 

Milwaukee- * '“>■» . . 

It is' an old budding nestled a- C 
. mong other old 1 ■ build Inga » in an i 
olfr spotion of down.tbwn/MUwau- 8 
i keel. New construction is. under c 
. «&ug*sthft street, in fryqt' of the 
r Sklingl On . SaturdayL nftecnoon , 
[ tbjyjrtreet In; irowh 0*. %*&*. ®°°* • 
t- store was deserted. *1 V - V ; 

1 1 ifou go in the store. „ . 

. ‘‘inhere is n<?'one there. Copies of 
tht Communist Party newspaper 
■The 'Worker”, lie on the desk next 
“ toWranpiept Woodstock typewriter. 

Nd one comes to greet you. You 
1' potato loud to apprise whoever may 
* tJabout ofjrouf presence. Still no 
1 pnk domes. 

, .' 'Somewhere in a backroom a ra- 

»f dig 1 ' is recounting the tribulations 
a- of'the Milwaukee Braves. You look 
56 ai! the. hooks on the shelves: They 

• , i • x a Informs VOU 


or at the time makes a sudden de- N 
vision and reverses the whole trend re 
>f Communist preaching. Such an h 
jccaslon came in* the late 103O ’ a ;_ f 
The Commie line then was mat a 
R oosevelt was a “warmonger” and v 
that the BA and'BrJUan weTe fo> * 
lowing- “imperialist^ pedicles de¬ 
signed to push the pimple into wav’. C 
[fit’s their, same lit$ tajay), Thats e 

when. Russia'W A hoheyj^oonlnS, j 

iwtth Hitler. Rut-after the honey* l 
moon was oven the Commies had 3 
to,preach a 'different line. 
h'For Carroll Blair th« aocomoda, i 
[tiop must not have been difficult; < 
h-Get the U. S- into wgr; help Save 
iRussia!’.' he shoptedSIrom .a 1 9 iud ' 
speaker to. Mlhwpee crowds godng 
shopping 

Aiugust/S&U And again-in I he- 
was pleading fof an acceleration 
‘of war by demanding.; !‘ 9 f?ph' a ' 
jond front now.” _ - ‘t 

f So great was pis •’dedication” to 
Communism, that- by 1846 he -was 
'elected State Chairman of the Cpm- 
fmunist Party. Ip ljMfi he -was a 
member of the National-Committee, 
the Communist Party’ a top ruling 
body in the U..S. * ’ , ; _ ' 

i n 1951 he "yanished. 1 ^ and went 
underground along with many oth¬ 
er Communists, in the U. S. In 1966 






£ 


Mission" upstairs around the cor- 
■ ner—come in and<b(uy copies of Che 
latest Communist paper. 

• “a!s far as Hungary goes,” Car- 
roll Blair says, ‘my sister has .been 
over there since 1049 and she tells 
me things are la, Idt better than what 
the' capitalist press reports.” He 
said that he tried to get a passport 
to • go there recently to attend the 
wedding of a nephew, but "the state 
department wouldn’t give me a 
passport”. 

Aa you prepare tq leave, he gath¬ 
ers a few old mimeographed copies 
of poetry he has - put together in 
pamphlet town to give you, along 
with several copies of the Commu¬ 
nist newspaper. One of them, bound 
in a soft cover printed booklet, is 
entitled, “Our Brother Bill”. It Is a- 
botit a younger brother who volun-. 
teered and went to Spain to serve 
with the International Brigade dur¬ 
ing the Spanish Civil War, (The 
brigades were considered dominat¬ 
ed by Communists.) Bill was 
wounded during a retreat, captured 
by the Franco legions and senten¬ 
ced to death. He was later freed 
through efforts of the U. S. State 
Department.^ : i 

’ In that poem, Carroll Blair writes 
of ‘'farming lifts”-thus: . 

. “Whenever crops are good, / • 

Thg B r t c e is low, and bankruptcy 
. . results. 

. But ,wbeu the crops are bad, and 
.!•, r prices rise,, - » ■ 

[. Wthlng , ta be. sold, and 


bankruptcy, 
comes just as surely. 

“. , . The grinding toil, - ’< 

Sun-up till sun-down, with vacn- . ' „ 
-tions absent;" M 

The standards of existence slight¬ 
ly higher • • ' - 

Than those of cows "or pigs. . .” * 4 

* * ? * 
Asked if his hrother Bill and his •< 
sister In Hungary are also Com- ' 
munists, Carroll Blair says hefd 
“rather let them answer that. f° r " 
themselves," - ■ •’ 

In April, 1947, Carroll Blair wrote ■; 
another long poem, which be called 
“First Flight”, On the Inside cov¬ 
er of that booklet, is thlp 4e£ipe<- 
tlon ' -4* . * / J r r.'V 

•‘‘To the Communist Party of the -t 
.. . USA, - * -. t - i 

Indefatigable, indestmctlble. and 
. very soon .to bfe the. Party of the ; 
majority of- all Americans." • > 

Today, undaunted by the killing ,j 
In Korea, the' butchery .of Buda- -< 
pest or the brutalities of "Berlin,' ■» 
Carroll Blair, the bright young lad ' , 
from Barker VdUey has sold-his 
soul to a conspiracy where the indl- | 
vldual Is not allowed .to think ,for ^ 
hhnself. And he Is still running j 
has heart, out. But, it's not in the.’ 
arena where: the. "main evenf Is 
going on—where everyone Is 4 

ed In the sauie contest-to tajma (1 
the conditions of all mankind^In- ; ; 
stea^, he’s running op. the tresfljplU | 
of Comprunlajh, . *. ' . / * 

.You. ^on^ef hiwiepkrhe 




-■Ipfprm&tjqn about 
jCftwmWfeta is a 


aM^binrownisj^n Mil- 
%fcourt|#-‘ Butvtis one 
aif jokijigly put ;it;.: M Few 
%ng it :t v - 




m c^lls fpr “left to allow;some persom,to pa 

i Wp eject- “new ticipate. These'people, W sal 
?prwV(^iob^g k XrWfspwe «wr 

~ . ft 



' > ‘?if&"> 


#11I - % , m- 




6i ®^PlSlfc 


Lake -dr-., who was the partyl- 
county.* chairman- in 195?.* -'He 


tire<L X 5|ijr$> 





readopted tar. resolution fo 
last t,hree *, yea« v conder 
Communists ■ andifollQW,; * 
The reaplutipri ^tates'^ 



torrimunis^'fBar^^yf^d 
“are • condq^ j» >dtO^»*M t <'>'g^ 
bigot, 

...' _ j. U ' M A/TKAAfl fW ,: 4 T-Tcs# i 



#f|& Itis organisation had “Moreover,’' he added, “the 

itV.fittffrtlintPrA^ nnu rnmmn. \Tonm - An lk, V.«.. ^^*.-1 .j. 


|tr‘ 





to,hie courttryj despite all of hi# 
shortcomingsVand’''despite th 
fact that-he has been tramplei 
ypqn f/ajf so.l^ng^ <-J 4 %' 
y tf as gain said, the -'patty -i 
e not riear-death, ;it alsoepppar 
<J that/it'#; rtb- pimping i tiger. 
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Wisconsin’s 400 member 
Communist party is moving to¬ 
ward open political activity, 
but more timidly than its na¬ 
tional parent organization, the 
Communist Party U.S.A. 

The Wisconsin party chair¬ 
man, Fred Bassett Blair of 
Milwaukee, said in an inter¬ 
view that he personally favored 
running a party member for 
governor this year, although 
“we haven’t decided yet.” 

Blair also said the party 
would hold a. state convention 
in June, before the party’s .na¬ 
tional convention the same 
month, in New York city. He 
said he doubted that the state 
meeting would be open to the 
public. ' 

By contrast, the national 
Commupist party hopes to in¬ 
terest major newspapers and 
television networks in its pub¬ 
lic convention, and one of its : 
leading members, Herbert Ap- 



u 


—Journal Photo 

Fred Bassett Blair 

gress in a New Yorfc district 
this year. J: 

, ' New Party Program 

The activity of both the na- 
tional and, Wisconsin party or¬ 
ganizations is connected with'a 
new party program made pub¬ 
lic in February in New York. 

, Copies of the program, wjiich 
proposes a more public role for 
the, Communist party and,'its 
merger with “the left” in 
American politics, are ; being 
distributed nationally. 

Joel Brandt, business manag¬ 
er, of the Worker, national Com¬ 
munist newspaper published in 
New York, was in Milwaukee 
last' week tq promote t sales of 
the 182 page program. 

Interviewed with Blair, 
Brandt said the Communist 
party was ‘‘fighting for the 
American right to present an 
opinion to the public, in debate, 
polemics or dialog.” 

He said Blair, who operates 
Mary’s bookstore, 318 W. Ju¬ 
neau av., had sold about 400 
copies of the green coveted 
party program, and ,had or¬ 
dered 360 more. 

: * 5,000 Sold in Chicago 

Three other bookstores visit¬ 
ed by Brandt and Blair declined 
to handle the paperback; three 
ordered or promised orders of 
10 copies. 

Brandt said 5,000 programs 


had been sold in Chicago', 500 in. 
St. Louis, 3,000 ih Detroit, 
1,000 in cities in Minnesota and 
3,000 in Ohio. 

“Six years ago," Brandt said, 
“selling a book like this as 
readily as this would not have 
been possible.” 

Blair said he 'agreed with the 
program’s general policy of en¬ 
tering candidates openly . as 
Communists in/state and local 
electiohs, but said Wisconsin 
law “makes it very difficult.” 

A 1941 state statute says that 
“. . . no party shall be recog¬ 
nized or qualified to participate 
in any general election which 
is directly or indirectly affiliat¬ 
ed .. . with the Communist 
party of the United States. 

Before the law was adopted, 
Blair himself was a Communist 


candidate for mayor of Milwau¬ 
kee twice, for governor twice, 
for United States senator once 
and congressman once. 

Harassment Charged 

Blair indicated that the Wis¬ 
consin Communist party was 
rpluctant to operate publicly 
because of what he said was 
harassment from the John 
Birch society and FBI. 

He said that while the party 
had about 400 members in Wis¬ 
consin. “My policy is that I 
don’t give out figures,” he said. 
“You get into particulars and 
the FBI and Birchers get after 
them.” 

It has been the policy of the 
party to keep no detailed mem¬ 
bership records, Brandt said, 
.because the “FBI is always 


digging for names and ad¬ 
dresses." 

Blair estimated, however, 
that there were 150 or 200 Com¬ 
munist party members in Mil¬ 
waukee and the remainder of 
anout 400 in other Wisconsin 
cities and rural areas. 

He said that perhaps 30% to 
40% of party memhers were 
farmers or persons connected 
With agriculture, and that new 
members were' “most 1 y 
youths." , 

Commenting on the new par¬ 
ty program, Blair said that he 
fully supported its appeal to 
members of various religjous 
faiths to work with Comroupists 
for a “better life on earth.” 

On. this point, the program 
states:. "Marxists disagree phjl- 

Qspphieaiiy with., the supgrpat- 


ural, mystical elements of re¬ 
ligion; nevertheless we recog¬ 
nize many positive, humanist 
values in ethical and moral 
precepts of several religions.” 

Blair said: “We’ve had many 
Catholics in the party” in Wis¬ 
consin, reflecting the national 
program’s statement that “our 
party is made up of believers 
aqd nonbelievers.’> • 

* Negro, Labor Ties . 

Blair also judged as realistic 
the program’s proposed' coali¬ 
tion of “labor spd the.Negro 
people.” He said that “Milwau¬ 
kee to g certain extept lags” 
in this respect, but he suggest¬ 
ed that raciaj prejudice was 
not the reason, 

“Thp;Qppo§iiiop to integration 
on ihe.eouthiMde doesn’t,cq TO 


from the Polish,” he said, as 
an example, “but the real es¬ 
tate brokers.” 

On the' program's appeal to 
farmers to join the “working 
class,” Blair said Wisconsin’s 
farmers “may not want nation¬ 
alization of land, but on the 
question of monopolies, workers 
and farmers can get together.” 

GI’s Steal Goods 
for Black Market 

Saigon, Vietnam —#—Twp 
United States soldiers were 
undejr arrest in Saigon Tuesday! 
for attempting to deliver $13,- 
000 in stolen army food, brandy 
apd wine to the black market. | 

Police said the soldiers had 
disguised an American truck as 
a.garbage van and loaded it 
Hi&ifte goods. .' 
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In Timr tf tha rising throat fro* fanatical arm* right-wing 
toaliloa throughout taerlea, aa a xw y llflod In MLlwaulcoa tqr tha attack 
on Fred Baaaett B lair, and tha boobing of tha NAACP hoa dqn a r tora in 

i 

MLlwanksa, and tha bcsfei$g of John Gilman*a place of business, we 
•ok all Democratic Socialist# and other bellarera. in democracy to 

i 

appose tha usa of violates 1c politico as strongly aa pooeibla ml 

f 

to lafSatt their lagidlntors of tielr wlewo* Wa urge all union 

I.. Ji. 

naafeoarop civil rights iotivitists and libarala to brlng this throat 
to the attention of their supporters* Violence breads rlolanoa and 
mat ba eradicated flroa the world. 


Adopted by the Joint Keating -State Executive 
Daassittae and the Milwaukee County Sentrel Ccmittee, 
Socialist Party - Social Democratic Federation of 
WUoanaln, December 10, 1966, Milwaukee, tftKMnsin* 
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A youth who, police said, threatened Fred Bassett Blair, 
chairman of the Wisconsin Communist party, w$s 


wheeled from Mary's bookstore after Blair said he hit 
the yputh with a toy baseball bat. . • -Sentinel Photo 
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The shirt of Ralph H. Sacks showed spots of blood at 
the shoulder and elbow Monday as he was led to a police 
squad ambulance. Sacks was shot in Mar*'' 


318 W. Juneau av., while trying to take a gun from 3 '' 
youth who had entered the store. He was listed |r ? 
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dimt, wno is chairman or me 

• Wisconsin Commiiftist party,'re- 

• ported that the youth told him 
.after the attempted attack that 

• he "wanted to :kill a .Commu¬ 
nist." M * ■ 

Blair; a rotund: 5 foot 4 man 
with receding gray. hair,' said 
that when the yoqth approached 
, the counter," “he.asked me in a 
very polite voice, ‘Ai«,you Mr. 
.Blair?.”. , t - ' 

When Blair ^replied that'he 
was, the youth reached for his 
gun "with a very pleasant smile 
on his face," the bookshop own¬ 
er recalled. ?• ; It i 

1 * »'-• -r** V*‘ r - r * 

- “What’ saved my neck t was 
that it got stuck in his coat and 
he had to struggle with it,” 
Blair said. “I guess it was the 
long barrel. That gave me a, 
chance to duck and Ralph the f 
Chance to grab him." 

“After w$. got him down, I 
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Fred Bassett Blair said lie’s' 
live because of the quick ac¬ 
tion of a book 'salesman friend, 
a youthful gupman’s slow draw 
and a tpy baseball bat, ,. \ ! 

The friepd, Ralph H. Sacks, { 
26, of 2741 N. Frederick! av„ 
aid, "I did what had to be 
done”. , ’* *1 

it was Sacks' who rushed 
lair’s would-be assailant Mon¬ 
day afternoon, when the 17 year 
old yopth pulled a pistol in 
Mary’s boqkstore, 318 !W. Ju¬ 
neau av. . 

“If Ralph* didn’t have that 
courage, I wouldn’t be alive 
fright now,!’ said Blair, 60. - t 
“Ralph is such a-jnild'iguy 
usually that; ! never woyld have 
thQughf he could have done it. 
R’msure be couldn’t baye acted 



y 

g 

.f®' if it hadn’t been for Ws service 
a paining." ■*-* •...■**' ij.',. 

f^Laacks said .that he was'dis¬ 
charged from the air force in| 


^(1960 after three years’ service, 
"Tlbut he said that had little,tp do 
^th hisjreaction. 


f 

SOtbl/'^ou do jwhat you can , t . 
tion when such a gqofy, irrational 
a thing happens,”' he told eg ro 
porter after returning home, i 
p Sacks said h® didn’t stop toj 
think when b e saw the-gun, 
I “except that | kqew I had to 
/ gat it (the weapon).” ' 

' V As Sacks continued to struggle 
with the youth, Blair grabbed a 
small baseball bat from behind 
* the counter find hit, the intruder 
over the 1 head until he dropped 
v the pistol a'nd ! /pll'|Q the floor. 
14'^ Thfe'^i* .W.explained later,. 
P .WVhaspeeh' lyingiround here!for| 
to*1r epupte • of years. |t qupp igitb 

|,I ,,a ‘ ' 



.f’He described'it ? as about 18 
.' inches long, andighput an h? c h 
and a ’ 


FRED BASSETT BLAIR 
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sept Ralph out for the police. l] 
didn’t know he’d been 'Shot," 
Blaiij said, . ! * 

He said that as he guarded 
the youth, “I felt sorrjl fpr him. 
But I told him that if he made 
|'a move I’d hit him again.” 

A Communist party member 
for 37 years, Blair said that he 
had been threatened many times 
ovqr' tpe. years, especially re¬ 
cently. “I haven’t paid too much 
attention to them,” he said. 

He has been operating a book¬ 
store for 12 years—four at the 
present location. 

Blair tied the attempted at¬ 
tack to "Johnson’s war in Viet¬ 
nam—this insane foreign pol¬ 
icy. People feel that if it’s all 
right to kill Communists some¬ 
where else, they might as'well 
at home too,” he said 

Sacks said that because of 
his book sales he was acquaint¬ 
ed with Blair and other Mil¬ 
waukee area book dealers, al-j 
though “most of my business' 
is done through tkge mail?,” i 

, Sacks said he was bom in 
Chicago, and came here at age ( 
4. He and his- wife, Susanj have" 
a daughter, Belle, 4. He com¬ 
pleted his high school educa-. 
tion in the .air force, Sacks + 
said. 

Of his wounds, Sacks 
.“It’s paihful, but it’s better 
beMg de.ad.”“ 
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Youth Ruled 
Mentally III 
in Shooting 


_ 


__-**i« ; OQ6l; 
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Circuit Judge Robert W- hah-' 
dry, sitting .on the children's 
court, bench, Wednesday or¬ 
dered a psychiatric examination 
for a 17 "year old youth-who 
shot a bookseller. Nov;; 28- to a 
bookstore operated by the 
chairman of' the Communist 
party of Wisconsin. % 

The order by .Judge Landry 
came- at a hearing or., a motion 
filed (jy the district attorney’s 
office ‘ • that ’ children’s " court 
waive jurisdiction over -the 
yputh sp’that he could’bei'tried 

V k f 

■ Th&.yoqth was dubbed into 
submission , with a small base¬ 
ball bat at .Mary’s Bookstore by 
FredlBassett Blair,60, the state 
.Communist k patty chairman, 
However,, Before the youth ’was 
subdued he shot and.isrpunded 
Ralph “Sacks, "0, of 2^1 N 
Frederick av.,; ■ 


; Jqdge Lan< ry adjourned the 
hearing upri. Jap, '.tip apd, ’of 


psycnia 


A 17 year old youth who shot 
a salesman in a Communist 
book store was found mentally 
ill Monday by Circuit Judge 
Robert W- Landry, sitting jp tfie 
children's court. , ’ 

Judge Landry ordered the 
youth to the Winnebago state 
hospital for treatment for an .in¬ 
definite tern) and depipd. a’mo¬ 
rion, to' turuhim over for .'trial. 
Thf'judge acted gftef the testi¬ 
mony', nf-\two cou^t jppptated 
^yc^tri S ts,.5‘’';.:; 

The youth, wounded Rfcfph 

§a‘Cks, 26, of 2741 N. Frederick 
ay., in Mary’s bopkstore, 31S W. 



mm 


is^operated , by Fred Bassett 
Blair, 60, bf 3236 N..15th st., a 
long time Communist >nd chief 
spokesman for the party, in Wis¬ 
consin, \ ' 

The Brpokfield youth shot 
Sacks, a book salesman who 
was picking up an order, dur¬ 
ing a, scuffle. Blair clubbed v the 
youth into submission with a 
small baseball bat he kept un¬ 
der a counter. • 

Blair-told police he asked the 
youth who had sent him. The 
youth-replied, it was his own 
idea. *'% ‘ 


‘You're a Communist. I 


Want‘ to'"kill a Communist,’" 
(potejjf the youth as say- 
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